
Have I told you about Cecilia and the capulana?  
I think not.

A capulana is a printed swath of cotton fabric, 
always rectangular, usually finished around the 
edges.  Every woman in Mozambique has one, 
or three, or seven….They wrap them as skirts, 
drape them over their shoulders as shawls, cut 
and stitch them into slacks.  Capulanas are 
used as baby carriers, as turbans, as tablecloths.  
They are colorful, practical, smart. From 
the first day we arrived in Moma, the village 
where our son is serving with the U.S. Peace 
Corps, I wanted one.

I wanted one but I found the choices 
overwhelming.  So many patterns!  Would I 
bring some home as gifts?  I thought of all the 
women relatives and friends who might enjoy 
owning this exotic souvenir from so very far 
away.  But you can ruin a trip by thinking too 
much about shopping and not enough about 
the experience you are actually having; the 
purchase of a trinket is a feeble thing compared 
to being there. 

So I’m grateful that in the end my first capulana 
was not a purchase but a gift.  Edmund’s 
nearby neighbors, folks he described more 
than once as his closest friends in the village, 
had invited us to drop by.  Edmund explained 
that an offering of food was likely.  And so it 
was:  Cecilia and Domingo offered us chairs in 
their backyard as she brought a steaming bowl 
of boiled mantioca (think potato, sort of) and 
some fresh coconut.  Then the two of them sat 
on the ground and watched us eat. They are 
Muslim; it was Ramadan; they would eat in the 
evening, they explained.  They brought fresh, 
clean water.  We drank. They waited.

As if that weren’t hospitable enough, Cecilia 
then came to me holding a piece of cloth.  She 
opened the folds of a buff yellow capulana and 

wrapped it around me, tying it at the waist. 
Right over my baggy beige insect-repellent 
tourist pants.  Clearly an improvement.  No 
wonder she thought I needed it.  It was – it 
is – lovely.

So many things to think about in such a foreign 
place! But her gesture remains, speaks to me. It 
was thoughtful, but not studied; compassion 
without pity. I keep my capulana at home, I 
run my hand along the fabric from time to 
time; it is so soft, so clean. It was as perfect a 
gift as I ever hope to receive in this life.  

There will be much talk of giving in the air in 
the coming weeks:  giving gifts, wanting things, 
striving for the perfect Christmas.  But before 
all that gets started, let me tell you about my 
capulana and what it says to me:  how the 
best things in life are given to us, inexplicably 
given, and not because we deserve them.  All 
we have needed has been provided!  And that 
by a Creator who loves us, who wants for us 
not just practicality but a little color, a little 
gentleness, an open hand and heart.

And so I ask you – that gaily colored cloth,  
this life,  which God so lovingly wraps around 
you – how will you wear it?  And what does it 
prompt you to give?

I’ll see you in church.

 

RECTOR’S LETTER

THE PARISH NEWS
2 Rectory St, Rye, New York 10580 Email: info@ccrye.org Phone: (914) 967-1749 Fax: (914) 967-0398

Inside
Assistant  Musings

Calendar

CCNS

Contact Info.

Music News

Outreach

Pageant & Potluck

Rector’s Letter

Staff

Vestry

Wardens

6-7

5

2

1

2

4

3

1

8

8

8

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Holiday events 
and special service 

information in this issue!

A d v e n t  C h r i s t m a s  2 0 1 4  -  V o L  1 3  I s s u e  2



The Christ’s Church Singers need you for 

Christmas!

The Christ’s Church Singers will once again be 

singing during the Christmas Season. Any parishioner 

who enjoys singing (especially Christmas Carols!) is 

invited to join this fun and friendly group of folk. 

Six rehearsals are offered – you pick two (or more). 

Contact Ruaraidh or Tami for further information.

Caroling on Purchase Street

Sunday November 30

Members and friends of our choirs will be caroling on 

Purchase Street for the annual Mistletoe Magic Street 

Festival, between 12 and 3 pm. Do come and support 

them!

Wednesday Sung Evensong

Wednesday December 3 at 5:30 pm

A traditional 30 minute service sung by our Boy and Girl 

Choristers. Come and end your day in the peace and 

reflective quiet of our beautiful sanctuary.

Candlelit Epiphany Meditation

Sunday January 12 at 4:00 pm

La Nativité du Seigneur (The Birth of the Savior), 

composed in 1935, is a testament to Messiaen’s Christian 

faith, comprised of nine movements depicting an image 

or concept from the birth of Jesus. His inspirations were 

found in traditional Indian music, Ancient Greek music, 

and birdsong (which he would transcribe whilst walking 

in the mountains). Join Benedicte Caneill and Ruaraidh 

Sutherland who will offer this rarely performed 

masterpiece in the candlelit beauty of our sanctuary, 

with readings in the original French.

MUSIC NEWS

Mr. Ruaraidh Sutherland
Music Director

CCNS
Maddie and Katherine are 
working on their fine motor skills 
as they trace a pumpkin in the 
Blue Room. CCNS is currently 
accepting applications for the 
2015-2016 school year. Please 
contact Lisa Pearson at 967-
5758 or director @ccnsrye.org.



“For Unto Us a Child is Born  . . .”

Christmas Pageant and Potluck Dinner
 

Sunday, December 21st

4:00 pm
Please join us as our Sunday School children present the 
story of Christ’s birth, beginning with the Old Testament 
prophecies.

Potluck dinner follows in parish hall  

Please return the following to the church office or rsvp to Tami Burks at 
dcce@ccrye.org

Name:_________________________________________
Number attending Potluck: _______________________   
We will bring:___________________________________



OUTREACH

Christ’s Church Outreach Update

Did you know that our parish is actively involved in more than 12 outreach projects?  We donate financially to 
these organizations, all of whom also benefit from the time and efforts of volunteers from Christ’s Church.

New Initiatives in 2014:

Caritas -- consists of a soup kitchen, a food pantry and an open closet serving the needy on Port Chester’s south 
side.  A hot lunch is provided weekdays to approximately 95 people and grocery bags and clothing are distributed 
to more than 600 families each month. Contact Harry Hogueland at hehogueland@gmail.com

5 Steps to Five – is a pilot program at Port Chester Children’s Place at the Carver Center focused on 
disadvantaged families, starting at birth to age five. It prepares low-income children for success in school – and in 
life.  Contact Allen Clark at amcrye@gmail.com 

Hope House -- is a place where people recovering from mental illness find the support and resources they need to 
pursue their goals and dreams. HOPE House is located in downtown Port Chester, NY and draws members from 
the entire region. 
Contact Holly Simmons at hollysimmons23@gmail.com

Ossining Prison Ministry  -- offers hospitality to the families and friends of inmates during their weekend 
visits to Sing Sing Correctional Facility.  From 8 – 10:30 a.m., volunteers serve coffee and snacks, assist with 
paperwork, and provide a pastoral presence as visitors are processed.  From noon to 2:30 p.m., volunteers distribute 
games, toys, and books for children to use while they are visiting a family member who is incarcerated.  Contact 
Deacon Dorothee at deacon@ccrye.org

We also support:  
Big Brothers/Big Sister, Technology Institute in Haiti, Carpenter’s Kids, Episcopal Charities , Helping Hands, 
Ward Summer Learning Camp, Homefront, Hudson Link, Kairos Outside,  St. Peter’s Church, Port Chester, 
SPRYE (Staying Put in Rye and Environs), Ward Summer Learning Camp
  

       
Please keep your eyes out for a new Outreach Brochure with more details on these organizations and 
how you can become involved…coming soon!   In the meantime, to become involved or to get more 
information please contact Holly Simmons at hollysimmons23@gmail.com



Annual Christmas Tree Sale
December 6th and 7th

Once again, Christ’s Church will be selling beautiful, fresh, and
local Christmas Trees. Mark your calendars and come by to

support your church and green your house.

SAVE THE DATE

Celebrate Christmas Eve 
Wednesday, December 24th

3:00 pm  Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Créche 
5:30 pm  Christmas Music
6:00 pm  Holy Eucharist with Choir
10:30 pm Christmas Music
11:00 pm Candlelight Holy Eucharist with Choir

Advent Parish Dinner
Sunday December 14th at 5:30 pm 

Rye England Sunday
December 7th
Holy Eucharist at 8 and10:00 am

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th

10:00 am Holy Eucharist



The Rev. Stephen C. Holton
Assistant to the Rector

GROWING UP – SHOWING THE WAY

Prayer for Young Persons – Book of Common Prayer, p 829

“God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and 
confusing world. Show them that your ways give more life than the ways 
of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish 
goals. 
Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a 
chance for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and 
to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.”

I came across this little picture in the bottom left hand corner of one of our windows in the left aisle. 
I was about to lead a group of Jewish kids from the Synagogue in a class about Christian prayer. My 
elder son, David, is a harpist, and was named after this, among many other Davids; so the picture is 
significant for me.

I’ve always admired Jesse, David’s father. He must have done a good job to have produced such a son as 
this – even though part of the process was leaving him off by himself with the sheep. Perhaps this was 
the idea. David grew up to depend on his skills of slinging stones at giants, praying alone, and finding 
God anywhere. 

These are not bad skills for our children to have. So as we raise them “in an unsteady and confusing 
world,” I’d say, don’t worry too much. Is it such a bad thing that, occasionally, they have less to do, and 
that they fail? They will learn, because of your constant love, that they can try again, and even make a 
course correction – so much better at a young age than an older one. They will meet the One they can 
count on – God not them.  Out there in the land of unpopularity – away from other kids like David was 
– they will find creativity within. 

They will learn to pray: “Out of the depths have I called to thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice” – Psalm 
130. This is one of the gorgeous psalms that our young choristers sing. It is one of the psalms that we 
have in common with Muslims and Jews. But, as I told my young Jewish students that day, these psalms 
in the prayer book do not become prayers unless you say them. For that you need to need them. You 
need time with God.

This is where our Church comes in. It is that empty space in a very full life, where people can come 
across little pictures like this one, gorgeous music, deep prayers from our scriptures, and people like you, 
maybe like Jesse, who were not remembered except for the fact that they turned out wonderful young 
people like David.

That’s not a bad legacy at all.



EPISCOPAL HOSPITALITY - AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOOD

“Welcome to Christ’s Church.” That’s as good a greeting as any I can think of for any church in 
the world. It means – welcome to this church that belongs to Christ and not to me. Welcome to 
this church which runs according to the love that Christ teaches us and lives by and blesses us with 
– which I achieve on a good day.

“Welcome to Christ’s Church.” This also goes back all the way to our beginnings when Pope 
Gregory sent Augustine to England in 597 AD. Gregory was a Benedictine monk before he was 
pope. Benedictines lived by these words: “Every person who presents himself as a guest, shall be 
welcomed as Christ.” Every person.

“Welcome to Christ’s Church.” We don’t care where you come from, in our diverse American 
neighborhood. To us you are Christ. You have something to teach us, some way to bless us. And 
you’re hungry – for food, for shelter, for friends. Welcome. In this way, Anglicanism spread; 
because it welcomed everyone, or tried.

So please “welcome to Christ’s Church” the newcomer you meet on Sunday. They have presented 
themselves as a guest, so they are to be welcomed as Christ. They are a little lonely and could use 
a friend, and a coffee.

Steve+
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CCRYE CALENDAR

Did you know that the entire Christ’s Church calendar can be found at 
www.ccrye.org/calendar? 

If you are interested in getting anything on our calendar, please send an email to: calendar@ccrye.org

Help Wanted: Christ’s Church is looking for a few good people to volunteer at our reception desk - answer phones, greet 
guests and nursery school families, as well as help with occasional office tasks. If you’re interested we have 2 or 3 hour shifts 
available weekly, or more occasionally, flexibility is our keyword! Contact Barbara Brunner at barbaralbrunner@hotmail.
com or Deacon Dorothée at deacon@ccrye.org.


