
Ah, September. Month of beginnings, of 
return, of bittersweet goodbyes and eager 
welcome. As the leaves change their colors 
our surroundings and relationships shift 
into new patterns. School, yes, but church 
as well.

Our dear friend and colleague Colin 
Chapman has answered a call to a parish 
in Westport Connecticut and will start 
his work there in mid-September. Our 
Director of Children’s Christian Education 
has responded to a call to the priesthood, 
adding seminary coursework to her regular 
duties with us as she prepares for ordination 
at a time the bishop will determine.

We are proud of both of them, and in 
Colin’s case, preparing to say goodbye. He 
has been an effective pastor here, a creative 
thinker, a compassionate preacher. No 
wonder other churches came looking for 
him! We hope that Christ’s Church has 
prepared him well.

Meanwhile these changes remind us, once 
again, that we are part of a larger church. 
Christ’s Church exists as just one part of 
the Diocese of. New York, nestled close to 
the Diocese of Connecticut, in a province 
that includes Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. That province exists inside the 
Episcopal Church in the United States, in 
communion with Anglican churches around 
the globe, as far away as Tanzania, as near 
as Harrison.

And that huge communion of believers is 

only a fraction of Christ’s Church in the 
largest possible sense, which is the Body of 
Christ himself. We have sent others out: 
Bill Cusano as deacon in the Bronx, Katie 
Lawrence to Pelham, Matthew Moretz 
to Manhattan. Earl Trussell to Haiti. 
Others have gone before, and others will 
come. Through them and with them we 
stay connected, part of a vast circulatory 
system through which Christ’s love and 
healing power flows. As God calls them out 
from this place we pray, not just for them, 
but for the Church itself: that resources, 
talent, hope and encouragement might 
flow freely wherever and whenever they 
are needed. We send Colin and Christie, 
Jack and Natalie on their way full of 
gratitude for their service here, confident 
that God will do even greater things, 
there and here, than we have seen before. 
Godspeed, Chapmans, and thank you.

I’ll see you in Church!
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IMPORTANT NOTE:
We return to our regular 

8am and 10am 
schedule of services on 
Sunday, September 7



Recent News
I write to report on some of the choir’s activities over the 
past 12 months. In November, a rejuvenated Interfaith 
Service featured our growing chorister program, and next 
month the choir was busy selling its third professional 
CD entitled ‘Lift High the Cross’, as a fundraiser for the 
(sadly, postponed) UK trip (if you haven’t bought one 
yet, then DO!). During the Lent term, the adults were 
hard at work on the Brahms Requiem for our annual 
joint concert with the choir of RPC, whilst the chorister 
sang Evensong weekly. 

The service of Evensong has been offered consistently 
throughout the year, mainly by the choristers   during 
Advent and Lent. The summer term also turned out to 
be our busiest: trips to sing Evensong at St Mary the 
Virgin in NYC, and Trinity Church in Ossining were 
undertaken by the choir, in addition to choral services at 
Christ’s Church on Ascension Day and Trinity Sunday. 
Links with our own Cathedral of St John the Divine have 
been strengthened, with both the adults and choristers 
participating in worship there.  

Two major French organ works, La Nativité du Seigneur 
by Olivier Messiaen and Le Chemin de la Croix  by Marcel 
Duprè  (both featuring live digital projections) are now 
becoming firm parish traditions, with a growing and 
increasingly aware congregation. Concerts featuring our 
own Cris Thorne, and by harpist Grace Cloutier, have 
completed the concert series.  

In the midst of all of this comes the choirs raison d’etre, 
leading the sung worship at Christ’s Church. The choirs 
are eagerly looking forward to beginning the coming 
2014-15 season! 

Staff singer news
Over the summer vacation, we bade farewell to Charles 
Curtis and George Wright as staff-singers and we wish 
them well in their future endeavors. This month we 
welcome three new staff-singers to the choir: Hugo Vera, 
Jon Garrow, and Simon Riker. One more bass singer is 
yet to be appointed. Please do keep an eye on the CCRye 
Facebook page for further information on our talented 
team of professional singers.

Adult Choir Recruitment
All adults and teenagers who possess the ability to read 
music are warmly invited to join the adult choir. All 
rehearsals take place on Thursdays. For more details, 
please visit the Music page on the church website: www.
ccrye.org.

Chorister Program Recruitment
The Boy and Girl Choristers of the Christ’s Church 
Choir are now busy recruiting for the 2014-2015 season. 
In addition to rehearsals and services, the choristers will 
be going to NYC, Albany and Boston during the year. 
They will also take a full part in the next Christ’s Church 
Choir CD. The only requirement for membership in the 
chorister program is an unwavering commitment to the 
weekly Wednesday rehearsal and Sunday services.
For more information on the choirs or the music program, 
contact Ruaraidh Sutherland, the Director of Music at 
967-1749, ext. 229, or at music@ccrye.org.

MUSIC NEWS

Mr. Ruaraidh Sutherland
Music Director



UPCOMING MUSICAL EVENTS

Sunday September 7 @ 5:00 pm @ Cathedral of St John the Divine, NYC

Come and listen to one of the world's most epic sonic experiences – the organ in our own Cathedral of St John the 
Divine – played by our own organist, Ruaraidh Sutherland. Music by Alfred Hollins, and Josef Rheinberger. 

First Wednesday Evensongs October 1, November 5, December 5 

Join us for this 30 minute service in the tradition of the Anglican cathedrals in the UK. Sung by our choristers, who 
lead the congregational praise and offer choral canticles and anthems.  Come and end your day in the peace and 
reflective quiet in our beautiful sanctuary. 

Choral Evensong for St Luke's Day Sunday October 19 at 4:00 pm  

Experience the crown jewel of our Prayer Book, a service of both rare and mystical beauty in which the Word is 
illuminated through choral music and congregational hymns, carving out a rich emotional space in which to make 
your own prayers. We will mark the feast of St Luke, Evangelist and physician. Health care workers are especially 
invited to this service. This liturgy is followed by a reception in the parish hall. 

Solemn Requiem Sunday November 2 at 5:00 pm 

The Choir of Christ’s Church, Rye will sing the beloved Requiem of Gabriel Fauré in its liturgical setting. The 
service will include a commemoration of the departed members of the parish and is especially suited for visitors and 
newcomers to the church. 



 UPDATE FROM MISSIONER-PARISHIONERS HOLLY AND ELLIE SIMMONS

 In early July, my daughter Ellie Simmons and I were privileged to  join a group of 12 others from the Episcopal 
Diocese of New York on a pilgrimage to visit Carpenters Kids in Tanzania.  In addition to visiting the village of 
Makole (where Christ’s Church Rye has been sponsoring several orphaned children in the carpenters kids program 
over the last 8 years), we also visited other villages that are being supported by Episcopalian churches in Mamaroneck, 
New Rochelle, the Bronx and Rochester, NY.
    During each village visit we met with the priest, his family, the Carpenters Kids and their guardians.  We were 
welcomed joyfully with songs, dances, and many smiles from the children.  Gifts were exchanged, and the Tanzanian 
children were delighted to receive solar lights, toys, and soccer balls.   The village of Makole had the children put on a 
special song and dance for us, even mentioning our town of Rye!  The children in every village most enjoyed getting 
their photos taken on iPhones and iPads and then looking at themselves on the screens.
    It is truly amazing how far a dollar will go in Tanzania.  The $70 we pay for their uniforms, socks, shoes, school 
supplies and breakfasts goes a long way to filling these children’s minds and lives with learning and the knowledge 
that someone very far away cares about them.   The Carpenters Kids program has changed many lives of the 
children we met in Tanzania.  In one village we were humbled to be present as they turned on a generator and pulled 
clean water from deep underground into the first well they had ever had in their village (a gift from their sponsoring 
parish in NY).
     Ellie and I are so glad to have been able to make the pilgrimage and we are happy to share our story with everyone.  
Please stop and ask us to tell you more if you would like to hear about it.  Thank you to everyone who already 
donated to this program.  And if you haven’t yet donated please consider doing so - We still need to raise money 
for one more year of the program ( and possibly more if it does continue).   Checks can be made payable to Christ’s 
Church with the note of Carpenters Kids in the memo line.

Thanks for all of your support!
Holly Simmons

OUTREACH



Fall Parish Picnic - with Farewell to Chapmans 

September 14, following the 10am service!
Look for sign-ups to help set-up or clean-up, and bring a side dish or dessert! Re-connect 

with old friends and make new ones as we gather on the circle.

Book and Bible Starts a New Season

Join the Rector, Canon Susan Harriss, as this group begins a new year meeting 
on Fridays at 10 am. New participants are always welcome and drop-ins are 
encouraged! For more information contact Deacon Dorothée in the Parish 
Office or at deacon@ccrye.org.

Wednesday Service of Holy Eucharist

The mid-week service of Holy Eucharist is moving to 12 noon 
every Wednesday. 

This half-hour service may be just the thing to reconnect you to God in the midst 
of your busy week. 

SAVE THE DATE

 When Christie, Jack and I moved to Rye late in the Spring of 2012 I had just finished seminary, was not 
yet ordained, and Christie was 37 weeks pregnant with Natalie. The next few weeks brought forth a whirlwind of 
change that feels like it has only recently settled down. Through “the crazy times”, as I refer to it, we have never felt 
anything but support from Christ’s Church.
    When we look back on the last two years, there were plenty of shared memories with many of you, but since I 
have the chance, I’d rather reflect and say thank you, for the many many times this congregation have supported 
our family. These are as simple as the blueberry cobbler that Lisa Hogan sent to the rectory, which we shared with 
Cris and Jackie Thorne the night Christie went into labor; or when Tove Ball was the first to bring us baby clothing 
for Natalie. We’ll always be thankful to Gabby Heffernan, Ainsley Schultz, and Ellie Simmons for always being 
willing to be called to babysit so we could have a night out (or attend a vestry meeting); and to Deacon Dorothee 
and Tami Burks for always letting Jack and Natalie play in their offices. It’s to Susan for never asking “why” when I 
needed to run home for a family emergency. Most of all the thank you is to the entire Christ’s Church family whose 

contributions fed my family and gave us a real good life over the last two 
years.
    I will have a chance to say goodbye at the picnic on September 14th, 
but for now, please take this as the most sincere thank you from the entire 
Chapman family - a band that has grown in size and in love, thanks to your 
support.

Blessings
Colin

THANK YOU - FROM, THE CHAPMANS



 
Christ’s Church Sunday School Calendar  2014-2015

SEPTEMBER
14th First Day of Classes

Back Pack Blessing
21st Regular Classes
28th Regular Classes

OCTOBER
5th Regular Classes
12th No Classes
19th Regular Classes
26th Regular Classes 

NOVEMBER
2nd Regular Classes
9th Regular Classes
16th Regular Classes
23rd       Regular Classes

(pageant rehearsal – after church)
30th Learn about Advent

Meet in Parish Hall at 10:00 am

DECEMBER
7th Regular Classes
14th Regular Classes
21st No Classes

Christmas Pageant
and

Family Pot-luck – 4 pm
28th No Classes

JANUARY
4th Regular Classes
11th Regular Classes
18th Regular Classes
25th Regular Classes

FEBRUARY
1st Regular Classes
8th Regular Classes
15th No  Classes
18th Ash Wednesday Service 5:00
22nd No Classes

MARCH
1st Regular Classes
8th Regular Classes
15th Regular Classes 
22nd Regular Classes
29th Palm Sunday Service at 9:00

APRIL
3rd Good Friday Family Program
5th Easter Sunday Service at 9:00
12th Regular Classes
19th Regular Classes
26th Regular Classes

MAY
3rd Regular Classes
10th Regular Classes
17th Regular Classes
24th No Classes
31sT Regular Classes

JUNE
7th Last Day of Classes

and
Church  Picnic



Christ’s Church
Sunday  School  Registration  2012-2013

Last Name______________________ Parents__________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________ State _____________ Zip Code___________________________________
Home Phone # ____________________        Daytime Phone #_____________________________________
E-mail contact(s) __________________________________________________________________________
Are you currently receiving mailings from the Church?    ____yes       _____no
What is your preferred method of communication?  (e-mail, phone, mail, other) _____________________

Student(s) Information
*Name___________________________ D.O. B. ____________   Baptized ? _____yes
School__________________________ Grade______________                      _____no
Any allergies, medical conditions or learning differences we should be aware of ?
________________________________________________________________________________________

*Name___________________________ D.O. B. ____________   Baptized ? _____yes
School__________________________ Grade______________                      _____no
Any allergies, medical conditions or learning differences we should be aware of ?
________________________________________________________________________________________

*Name___________________________ D.O. B. ____________   Baptized ? _____yes
School__________________________ Grade______________                      _____no
Any allergies, medical conditions or learning differences we should be aware of ?
________________________________________________________________________________________

*Name___________________________ D.O. B. ____________   Baptized ? _____yes
School__________________________ Grade______________                      _____no
Any allergies, medical conditions or learning differences we should be aware of ?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional  Information
Do you have any children to be baptized ?  ____________________________________________________
Do you have any children under the age of three for our Nursery ?_________________________________
Do you have any children in 8th grade to be confirmed ? _________________________________________
Are you interested in Communion Instruction for any of your children?  ____________________________
Are your interested in information about our children's choirs for ages 4 through high school?___________
Is your child interested in being an acolyte?  (fifth grade and older)_________________________________

In What Ways Are You Able To Support Our Sunday School?
___Teaching     ___Providing snacks    ___Music     ___  Substitute Teaching

____Themed Projects(Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, Lent)  

Please return to the box on Tami Burks' office door or mail to:
Christ's Church, Rectory Street, Rye, NY 10580     Attention: SS Registration

Photos from Sunday School events are sometimes used in the church newsletter, on bulletin boards and on the church website.  

Sunday School Registration



The Staff, Wardens, and Vestry of Christ’s Church
The Rev. Canon Susan C. Harriss

Rector - ext. 224
rector@ccrye.org

The Rev. Colin M. Chapman
Curate - ext. 225
curate@ccrye.org

The Rev. Dn. Dorothée Caulfield
Deacon & Parish Secretary - ext. 228

deacon@ccrye.org

The Rev. Dn. Katie Lawrence
Deacon Associate

Tami Burks
Director of Children’s Christian Education - 

ext. 227
dcce@ccrye.org

Donald W. L. Chadeayne
Sexton

Vickie Cox
Bookkeeper - ext. 221
finance@ccrye.org

Ruaraidh Sutherland
Organist and Choirmaster - ext. 229

music@ccrye.org

Crispian Thorne
Verger - ext. 222
verger@ccrye.org

Lisa Pearson
Nursery School Director

director@ccnsrye.org
(914) 967-5758

The Rev. Edward Johnston
Rector Emeritus

Wardens
John Minks
Lisa Hogan

Vestry
Lisl Dunlop

Lesley Findlay
Francis Jenkins
David Mayo
Issie Rimmer

Ann Nicholson
Garth Schulz

Holly Simmons
Rick Smith
Will Steere

Stacie Webb
Kim Wilson

Christ’s Church
2 Rectory St
Rye, New York 10580
www.ccrye.org
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CCRYE CALENDAR

Did you know that the entire Christ’s Church calendar can be found at 
www.ccrye.org/calendar? 

If you are interested in getting anything on our calendar, please send an email to: calendar@ccrye.org

Help Wanted: Christ’s Church is looking for a few good people to volunteer at our reception desk - answer phones, greet 
guests and nursery school families, as well as help with occasional office tasks. If you’re interested we have 2 or 3 hour shifts 
available weekly, or more occasionally, flexibility is our keyword! Contact Barbara Brunner at barbaralbrunner@hotmail.
com or Deacon Dorothée at deacon@ccrye.org.


